
Sam was eating her favourite cereal one 
morning when she noticed her brother. “Stop! 
Wait!” she cried out. 

Michael froze. He held an empty water bottle 
above the bin. His brows wrinkled. 

“Did you know that single-use plastic makes up 
40 per cent of plastic waste?” asked Sam. 

Michael slowly backed away from the bin. He 
shook his head. 

“A lot of plastic ends up in the ocean. It’s 
terrible for the planet,” Sam said, said, cleaning 
the bottle and refilling it with tap water.  
“We can help by  
reducing our waste  
and reusing items.”  
The children high-fived.

1.	 What was Michael about to throw away? 
�

2.	 Which word means the same as terrible? 
Tick one. 

   brilliant 
   sick 
   awful

3.	 What might Michael do now if he sees 
someone else about to throw something 
away? 
�  
�  
�

4.	 Why do you think Michael moved slowly  
away from the bin? 
�  
�  
�
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Answers

Sam was eating her favourite cereal one 
morning when she noticed her brother. “Stop! 
Wait!” she cried out. 

Michael froze. He held an empty water bottle 
above the bin. His brows wrinkled. 

“Did you know that single-use plastic makes up 
40 per cent of plastic waste?” asked Sam. 

Michael slowly backed away from the bin. He 
shook his head. 

“A lot of plastic ends up in the ocean. It’s 
terrible for the planet,” Sam said, said, cleaning 
the bottle and refilling it with tap water.  
“We can help by  
reducing our waste  
and reusing items.”  
The children high-fived.

The Problem With Plastic

7 
14 
18

26 
32

39 
48

56 
59

69 
76 
84 
88 
91 
94 
97

1.	 What was Michael about to throw away? 
Michael was about to throw away a  
plastic water bottle.

2.	 Which word means the same as terrible? 
Tick one. 

   brilliant 
   sick 
   awful

3.	 What might Michael do now if he sees 
someone else about to throw something 
away? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think  
Michael will stop them and tell them  
about reducing waste.

4.	 Why do you think Michael moved slowly  
away from the bin? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think 
he moved away slowly because he was 
confused about what was going on.
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